
Old Westbury Gardens: Back to a Favorite Long Island Garden 
By Toni Cabat and Stuart Germain 

 

 
 
April brought only showers and the beginning of our planting season, it also 
brought us the opening of Old Westbury Gardens, a favorite spot to visit and 
have a picnic lunch. We were eager to see the formal garden and grounds after a 
long hard winter filled with covid precautions. 

 
For those of you unfamiliar, Old Westbury Gardens was 
the home of John S. Phipps , his wife, Margarita Grace 
Phipps and their children, It was completed in 1906 as a 
magnificent Charles II style mansion surrounded by 200 
acres of formal gardens, landscaped grounds, woodlands, 
ponds and lakes. There are usually lots of tours of the 
house and various aspects of the grounds, concerts and 
other events including outdoor sculpture exhibits. But with 
the pandemic and restoration work on the house, much as 
been abated. But they have channeled their energy into the 

magnificent formal garden, lilac walk, rose garden and many other specialty 
gardens and planters throughout the property.  
 



It usually closed most of November to April. Once open in April, we were eager 
to visit. Tickets are by timed admission and obtained through the website. 
https://www.oldwestburygardens.org The main colors in early April were 
brown and green. Brown for the freshly turned soil and green for all the budding 
trees, shrubs, and plants.  Although there was nothing blooming as yet, the sight 
the early spring buds brought us hopes of flowers to come. The day we visited 
there were only 2 other people in the formal garden, the Café in the Woods had 
not opened and the picnic tables were not out yet. But it felt so good to see our 
old friend, the garden,  and to see the “bones” of the garden,  green structures 
and a pond filled with koi.    
 
We have since returned 3 times and each time have seen the changing blooming 

flowers, trees and shrubs. We saw a beautiful tulip 
display, cherry blossom trees, lilacs and last visit, there 
were lots of irises, pansies, budding peonies and roses. 
Now the Café in the Woods if fully open, picnic tables are 
in place and families, couples and individuals are on 
blankets and chairs throughout the garden enjoying the 
safety of outdoors.  
 
Below are some pictures we took in mid-May of the 
formal gardens.  Hope you will contact OWG for timed 
admission tickets. They do accept library passes as well 
as reciprocal garden passes from AHS, but you must call 

or check on line for time availability. Let us know how you enjoy OWG and go 
back often as the displays are always changing.  Look forward to the return of 
garden and house tours. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  

https://www.oldwestburygardens.org/The


 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 


