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Growing roses organically is a topic that has caused much disagreement among rosarians over the years. 

In my opinion, it begins with an examination of our motives for being gardeners. Are we growing things 

because we love the feel of dirt beneath our fingernails or because we are seeking kudos for a great job? 

Are ribbons and perfect specimens paramount in our lives or is the health and safety of ourselves and 

those we love of greatest importance? The answer is yours alone to decide. However, good research and 

patient planning can be the answer if you seek a compromise.  

Like all things in life, growing organic roses requires that decisions and concessions be made in order to 

incorporate these plants into your garden but it will be well worth it. All newly introduced shrubs will 

require time and attention until they acclimate to their new environment and roses are no different in this 

regard.    

Here are a few actions that you can take to ensure a success in growing roses organically: 

 Choose the right rose for your garden from the selection of disease-resistant plants available that 

suit our zone.  

 Select a site with 6 hours of sun or more and good air circulation and drainage. 

 Carefully cleanup the selected site in spring. 

 Prepare the soil with balanced, organic materials.  

 Remove the rose from pot, loosen and spread its roots then plant in the prepared hole and water 

well.  

 Add mulch around new plants, but do not place mulch against base of plants. 

 Apply slow-release, organic fertilizer in spring, midsummer and then in the fall. 

 Develop a watering and feeding schedule. Water the soil not the leaves slowly and deeply.  

 Water new plants every two or three weeks in spring then less into summer and stop after the 

middle of August.  

 In the second year, prune after the plants break dormancy. 

 If wisely selected, once your plants are established their care is the similar to your other shrubs 

and perennials.  

Start your catalog and on-line searches this month and dream of the summer. Here are few selections 

that are well worth a look to get you started: 

                                
 Rugosa ‘Alba’            Bourbon ‘Zephirine Drouhin’       Climber ‘Amadeus’   Hybrid Kordesii ‘Leverkusen’                                              
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